Fall Newsletter October 2013
Arboretum in the news! The arboretum is one of central Iowa’s best-kept secrets, but I
am happy to say this is starting to change, thanks in part to two recent magazine
articles. The pieces in The Iowan and ia Magazine were written by one of our board
members, freelance writer Deb Wiley of Des Moines. Read about the arboretum and
help spread the word that this is a beautiful destination for quiet enjoyment and so
much more.
Welcome new members! Thank you to all who have recently renewed your
membership, and especially to those who are new to the arboretum. I hope you take
advantage of the many benefits, including free or reduced admission to events and
classes here at the Brenton Arboretum, as well as reciprocal free admission at other
public gardens throughout the country.
New pocket guide to trees and shrubs is now available! Please stop at the information
kiosk at the main entrance to pick one up and sign the guestbook too. This updated
map is complete with trees and shrubs that have been added to the collections, as well
as changes to the trails. You will also find a detailed map of our signature crabapple
collection. This time of year, it is worth a special trip to see the stunning fruit displays.
Let’s talk about planned giving. My friend David said a few weeks ago when comparing
planned giving to oak trees: “For planting is a matter of hope for years to come, which
might make the difference in the life of just one. Those who will see it will appreciate
the shade. And maybe they will follow the example you have made.” This helped me
start a conversation with my husband about how our annual gift could be made
perpetual, and to realize how satisfying it is to know we might make a difference in the
lives that follow ours.
Master planning update: The plan for the Eddy Glen (formerly known as the Stine
Addition) is slowly getting underway. Last spring, a meadow mix was planted in the
northeast section of the parcel where 260th Street curves. This East Meadow will be
mown for three years before growing into a colorful display of select native grasses
and wild flower species. “Why a meadow, and not a prairie?” you might ask.
A prairie, as defined by the Iowa Prairie Network, is an ecosystem mostly of
grasses and forbs (flowering plants) interdependent with other fauna, fungi, the soil,
geology, and fire. The prairie is an intricate web with more of its living mass below
ground—in the deep roots of the grasses and flowering plants—than we can see above
ground.
A meadow is a broader term referring to a field vegetated primarily by grasses
and forbs, often after being left fallow for a period of time. The vegetation may occur
naturally or artificially. Thus, the East Meadow of the Eddy Glen will provide a colorful
transitional groundcover until our collections are expanded into this area during a later

phase of the project. In the meantime, invasive
woody plants are being removed from the Glen to
prepare for next phases. Stay tuned!

Autumn foliage of the shingle oak, Quercus
imbricaria. Photo by Craig Shives.

Volunteer opportunities abound. I was recently
asked what type of work does an arboretum
volunteer do. Oh, where to begin! I asked what her
interests were, which led to a conversation about
numerous volunteer possibilities. Go to our
website, www.thebrentonarboretum.org/support/
volunteer, to see a list. A sincere THANK YOU to
those special members who help us year after year
with mowing, tagging, weeding, photography and so
much more. One of our volunteers, Craig Shives,
now comes out weekly to photograph the
arboretum.

“The Brenton Arboretum is a jewel in our midst. I discovered it in the Fall of 2010 while driving the
countryside on a beautiful autumn day. I picked up a brochure listing volunteer opportunities and made a mental
note to follow-up the next Spring. While most of my "follow-up" notes never experience an actual follow-up, this
one did. For the last two and one-half years I have been roaming the Arboretum on nearly a weekly basis in an
effort to photograph all the trees and shrubs in all the seasons. It is a large task, but it is an exciting and
gratifying undertaking. Volunteering at the Arboretum is ideal for anyone who likes nature and spending time
outdoors. You will find a staff passionate about trees and the mission of the Arboretum. I highly recommend the
experience.”
Outreach continues for children. As I write this
letter, a mob of happy first-graders is invading
the Vista Room for a sack lunch before heading
back to school after a morning of learning. In
unison, they enthusiastically tell me about the
seeds and trees they saw today. So far this year,
our programs have touched 964 children. With
your continued support, we will continue to
remove the barriers such as transportation and a
lack of awareness of our programs, which
prevent them from experiencing nature at the
arboretum.
Seasonal characteristics of the trees such as
Local first graders busy learning about trees under
spring blooms and fall color are easy to notice
the Pavilion. Photo by Lee Goldsmith.
when on display. I know most of us may not want
to think about it just yet, but even winter
reminds us of characteristics that we may have forgotten about, such as the rugged, almost spooky
outline of Catalpa (sometimes called the Halloween tree), the colorful exfoliating bark of Betula, or the
bright yellow Salix twigs that gracefully drape to the ground. And let’s not forget about the conifers
that add structure and contrast to the winter landscape. I invite you to visit the arboretum in every
season, especially fall and winter, to study the characteristics that are on display at that time.
Good luck, Lee! Lee Goldsmith is stepping away from her position as director of education & outreach.
During Lee’s tenure, educational offerings expanded, volunteer programs grew, and new events were
added. Please join me in wishing her the best of luck with her new endeavors.

It’s the year of the hickory!
By Andy Schmitz, Director of Horticulture &
General Manager
The Brenton Arboretum grows all the
native Iowa hickories, including shagbark,
bitternut, shellbark, pecan, mockernut, and pignut.
This year three of these species are in fruit at the
arboretum.
Our pecan trees have produced nuts for a
few years now, but for the first time at the
arboretum, we have seven shagbark hickory trees
and five bitternut hickory trees in fruit.
Green hickory nuts from the shagbark hickory,
I read that it takes 15 to 20 years for a
Carya ovatus. Photo by Andy Schmitz.
hickory to grow from a seed to fruiting tree. One
of our shagbark hickories (tree #2003-139) was
collected from a wild tree in Black Hawk County, Iowa, in the fall of 2001. A mere thirteen growing
seasons after a seed was planted in the spring of 2002, it’s producing nuts!
You can view this fine specimen at the northwest corner of Overlook Pond along with several
other fruiting shagbark hickory trees growing there.
The bitternut hickory trees are located in the southwest corner of the arboretum. If you are
over there, take a look at tree #1998-182, which has more than 100 nuts visible at eye level. Stop by to
see the fruits soon, then definitely return to view the exceptional, clean-yellow fall color of the
bitternut hickory.
The pecan trees are just east of the bitternuts, and several of those accessions are fruiting as
well. Hopefully, we will not have to wait too many more years before the shellbark, mockernut, and
pignut trees set seed.
Writing about and looking at all these gorgeous hickory nuts got me thinking of my favorite pie,
pecan. I’ll have to get my Grandma’s recipe, the one she always made for Thanksgiving dinner, but
instead of pecan pie, I’ll probably make hickory pie, as all the nuts of these species are edible.
However, some are not as sweet as others, especially the bitternut hickory. The meat of this nut is
edible, but bitter.

Watch for Andy’s column on the importance of provenance in the Spring 2014 newsletter.
In closing, keep your eye on us as we continue our mission-driven work that endeavors to connect
people with the natural world of trees. Your continued support makes it all possible. Thank you!

Sincerely,

Lynn Kuhn
Executive Director
P.S. As you ponder your holiday gift giving, remember an arboretum membership is perfect for a
loved-one, co-worker or friend you want to experience one of Iowa’s best-kept secrets.

Thank you to our 2013 Arboretum Members and Donors
Individuals
Stephanie Allen
Jill Armentrout
Shelly Bain
Craig Black
Joanie Boyd
Teresa Broderick
Patricia Broderick
Ralph Brown
Dennis Everhart
June Gilham
Herbert Heinicke
Ellen & John Hunter
Donald Joedahl
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Bonnie Kirk
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Sara & Ken Adersen
Pam & Reid Allen
Nancy & Richard Amend
Julie Anderson
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Karen & Thomas Banse
Leslie Becker
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Libby & Allen Birdwell
Anna and John Bissell
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Dennis Diddy
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Judy & Don Forsman
Shirley & Jack Foster
Lynn & Jim Fox
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Nancy & Bob Frisk
Linda & William Garten
Paul Gates
Ann & Wayne Geadelmann
Betty Rose Gerberich
Kim & Kevin Gerety
Marilyn & William Gift
Lee & Karl Goldsmith
Eileen & Steve Gralewski
Elaine Green
Tom Hagen
Wayne Haines
Samantha Handley
Merilee & Joseph Hannan
Gwen & Thomas Harvey
Jean & Mark Hersch
Jeff Iles
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Martha James
Kristine & Quebin Jimenez
Kathleen Jones
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Lynn & Nick Kuhn
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Robert Larsen
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Michael Myszewski
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Shauna & Andrew Norby
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Jenny & Jeff Reiland
Geri Richards
Mary Jane & Ramon Runkel
Jackie Rychnovsky
Carolyn & Greg Schaefer
Whitney & Andy Schmitz
Judy & John Schneller
Bonnie & Chris Shaw
Alma Sims
Lee Smith
Carolyn & Paul Snyder
Tonya Stairs
Linda Steele
Edie & Guy Sternberg
Teresa Strum
Cristie Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Drew Tillotson
Mary & Donald Trebbien
Verle VanderSluis
Andrea & Eric Wessels
Mary Beth & Gabriel Wilk
Trudy & Bob Woline

Josh & Sara Zweig

Elizabeth Owens
Shirley Portner
Patty & Ted Reeve
Organizations
Dallas County Master Gardeners Judy & Charles Rhinehart
Dallas County Conservation Board Maria & Randy Rough
Marjorie & Roger Schlaefer
Des Moines Herb Study Group
Nancy & Dan Schmitz
Trees Forever
Margaret & Carl Schwab
City of Dallas Center
Des Moines Founders Garden Club Joyce & William Scott
Jean & Kenneth Shepherd
Supporting
Kathy & Craig Shives
Cheryl & Garth Adams
Pat and Bill Stammerman
Ann & Sig Anderson
Rachel Stauffer
Linda Appelgate
Mary & Thomas Textor
Mary Beh
Judy & Peter van der Linden
Lois & Bob Beh
James & Sue Van Werden
William Biermann
Evelyn & Carl Varley
Nancy Bone
Marilyn & Andrew Varley
Sue & Buz Brenton
Chris Vernon
William Brock
Ellen Weiss
Phil Brown
Patty & Tim Will
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Sandra & James Windsor
Sharon & Robert DeCamp
Janis & Roger Winterhof
Jane & Dean Duben
Phyllis & Mike Yearick
Selma Duvick
Anonymous
Mary & Fred Eby
Sustaining
Barb & Ron Eckoff
Carolyn & Bruce Anders
Patricia & Paul Farris
Mrs. William Brenton
Charles Funk
Ken Brenton
Nancy Fusco
John & Audrey Canarina
Marian & Sam Gelb
Leona & Ralp Connor
Betty & Arnie Grundberg
Joan Ghrist
Connie Haas
Robert Jester
Mary Hays
Caroline & Ron Larson
Stacey Henderson
Caroline Levine
Chad Hensley
Jeanne & Richard Levitt
Sara Hill
Lockie Markusen
William Hornaday
Mary Kay & David Midtlyng
Virginia Howell
Judith & John Nicholson
Carol & Tom Hradek
Cathy O'Brien
Harriet Hubbell
Jean & James Palmer
Dave Hunt
Diann & Dean Peyton
Loulou & Mark Kane
Mary Anne & Bob Rennebohm
Jane, Mark & Hannah Knauer
Harry Stine
Scott Lawrence
Valerie Sturdevant
Thomas Lawson
Mary & Tom Urban
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Erin & George Lederhaas
Gay & Chris Lehman
Tracy Levine
JoAnne & John Lonergan
Rusty Martin
Betty Mathers
Treva & Balbir Mathur
Bobetta Matthes
Bob McCracken
Nancy & Tom McKlveen
Kay Meyer
Shirley & Ray Michel
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Polly Moore
Richard Myers
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Enduring
Lisa & Andrew Bean
Marietta Brandt
Julie Brenton & Bob Galbraith
Jean Burkert
Elizabeth Eddy
Cathy & William Eddy
Julia Gentleman
Trudy & Dave Hurd
Catherine Kirk Elliot
Emily & Fred Weitz
Linda & Steve Weitz
Deb Wiley & John Schmidt
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