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COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS - Melissa Burdick, Executive Director

My grandmother always said “count your blessings.” This was her way of reminding us that you should
always carry a spirit of gratitude in your heart. | confess, sometimes when I'm crunching budget numbers
or scrutinizing fundraising performance, | can lose sight of what those numbers really represent. Each
donation is a little piece of the heart and soul of someone who cares. Whether it's a gift of a few coins
from a child’s piggy bank or a big check from an affluent charitable fund—each gift is thoughtful, meaningful,
and precious.

The Brenton Arboretum is blessed with a caring community of members and donors who give generously to
support our collections, landscape, and work. We keep needing to add pages to our donor list (see page 3
of this newsletter) just to keep up with our growing family of contributors! Our donors show us every day
that the Arboretum is loved and valued. As much as our donors treasure The Brenton Arboretum; we
treasure you. When we count our blessings,

you're one of them. We simply can't say it

THANK

NEW WAYS OF GIVING HELP OAK
LEAF CIRCLE GROW

- Melissa Burdick, Executive Director

Since its inception in 2018, The Brenton Arboretum’s Oak Leaf Circle of Donors has seen steady growth, it
now includes more than 110 individuals or households! The Oak Leaf Circle encompasses donors whose
giving in a year totals $500 or more.

You might think that Oak Leaf donors tend to make single, large donations. In reality, though, many donors
prefer to give several small donations throughout the year with our monthly auto-recurring donation
program. Other donors double the impact of their gifts by signing up for their employer’s charitable
matching program. Some savvy supporters are starting to pay closer attention to new tax laws and benefits
associated with charitable donations made directly from investment accounts. These are just a few unique
and clever ways to make your charitable dollars go farther for the causes you care about.

To learn more about auto-recurring donations or employer matching options, please reach out to me or
Gail. When it comes to making charitable gifts as a tax strategy, we recommend speaking to an accountant
who's well versed on this complicated, ever-changing, and often overwhelming subject.
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WHAT, THAT PLANT GROWS IN IOWA? - Andy Schmitz, Director of Horticulture

Back in September, | made a two-day, 30-road-hour, 672-mile whirlwind tour of far northeast lowa,
exploring wet marshes and high dolomite bluffs to collect seeds from lowa native woody plants that only
grow in this part of the state.

Why do these plants only grow here? This corner of lowa is
referred to as the Driftless Area because the last continental
glacier passed it by 12,000 years ago, leaving the rolling hills,
steep valleys, and limestone bluffs that provide micro habitats
for rare plants, or at least rare-to-lowa plants.

lowa has only six native conifer species (or cone- bearing
plants) and one of them is the common juniper, Juniperus
communis. Clinging to the edge of a more than 50-foot cliff at
Larkin Overlook in the Yellow River State Forest, common
juniper is right at home growing on minimal soils at this dry and
hot south-facing site. Though this species in only native in lowa
in Allamakee County, it actually has the largest geographical
range of any woody plant, with a circumpolar distribution,
according to Wikipedia.

An lowa native plant that really shines this time of year is the
winterberry, llex verticillata, covered with bright red fruits that
attract birds and people alike. It is only known in a few lowa
locations along the northern part of the Wapsipinicon River
where it grows in moist soils. The crimson fruits were beacons,
probably the only reason | found it.

The mountain maple, Acer spicatum, is a small understory tree
that prefers cool moist soils which northeast lowa, with its
deep valleys, ' ) ‘
is able to provide. Larkin Overlook in Yellow River State Forest
This tree is a

species of special concern for the state of lowa because
it's currently only known in two counties at four locations.
Luckily for me, these populations have been well
documented over the years or I'm not sure | would have
ever found the few trees living in the thousands of acres
of green forest.

pie

Another of lowa's rare plants is the balsam fir, Abies
balsamea, which is only known in three locations in the
state, growing on steep north-facing slopes where the

soil is cool and moist. The Bluffton Fir Stand State
Preserve, appropriately named, contains the largest
population of balsam firs in the state. Every time | am near
Bluffton, | have to drive by to see these firs standing like
sentinels above the Upper lowa River. Although | drove by
the site on this trip, back in fall of 2014 | stopped to collect
seeds and now small balsam fir trees have a new home at
the Arboretum.

Will these species thrive or just survive at the Arboretum?
Winterberry in fruit Time will tell, but we will provide them with the best
chance, planting them in the appropriate location at the
Arboretum as close to their native habitat as possible.

If climbing steep valleys or dangling over bluffs in northeast lowa isn't on your to-do list this fall, come out
to see these unique lowa native plants at the Arboretum. The terrain isn’t nearly as rugged as northeast
lowa, thanks to the last glacier.
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Anonymous
Frederick Adams
John Anderson
Kerrin and Clint Andrle
Judith Balsman
Neil and Laurie Barrick
Lisa and Andy Bean
Ray and Carrie Bening
Margo and

Don Blumenthal
Michelle Book
J.C. Brenton
Babette Brenton
Julie Brenton and

Bob Galbraith
Kenneth Brenton
Sue Brenton
Kathy and Kurt Brewer
Ralph Brown
Peter and Lisa Brown
Hilary Brown and

Arthur Orduna
Doug and Rochelle Burnett
Tom and Diane Butler
Dayna and
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Jane Collison and

Bob McCracken
Brian K. Crockett
Steve and

Ellen Diedrichsen

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!

Oak Leaf Circle members donated cumulative gifts of $500 or more during 2020;
or between January 1 and July 31, 2021.

Chris and Mary Doerr
Mary and Fred Eby
Elizabeth Eddy
Sara Jane Eddy
Cathy and Bill Eddy
Kim and Dan Edsen
Kimberly Edwards
Anna and Jon Eichhorn
Marsha and Chuck Fagen
Lynn Fox
Charles and Connie Funk
Robert Galbraith Il
Eugene K Galbraith
Bob and Pam German
Joan Ghrist
Marilyn Gliem
Tina Mowry Hadden and
Tom Hadden
Ronnie and
Carole Hallenbeck
Phil and Janice Harrington
Jim and Roberta Harvey
Cheryl Heid
Karen and Bob Henderson
Tome and Andrew Hope
Charlotte and
Fred Hubbell
Trudy Hurd
Jeff and Laura lles
Lois and Dwight James
Robert and Patti Jester

Bill and Susan Knapp
Sharon and Kyle Krause
Dan and Minda Kuckuck
Jane and David Kurns
Caroline and

Ronald Larson
Rick and Jeri Levi
Jeanne Levitt
Claudio Lilienfeld and

Nina Urban
Charles and

Breaca Lozier
Barbara and

Richard Lyford
David and

Laura Mackaman
Nancy and

Michelle Mackie
Millie Mandernach
Lockie Markusen
Karen Martin
Treva and Balbir Mathur
Paul Meginnis and

Joan Sloan
Kathleen and

Thomas Meyer
Carroll and

Richard Michalek
Polly Moore
Erna and Stephen Morain
Stephen Netteland

Judith and

John Nicholson
Bill and Pauline Niebur
Cathy O'Brien
Sarah and Samuel O'Brien
Cynthia O'Brien and

Michael Fitzpatrick
Matt and Kate Ostanik
Jean Palmer
Kris and Mark Powell
John and Janis Ruan
Paul and Claudia Schickler
Ronald W. Schulz
Margaret and Carl Schwab
Michael Simonson
Jason and Sheiry Slycord
Harry Stine
Janice and Bruce Thorsen
Mary Urban
Bob and Martha Ward
Audra and

Michael Warmuth
Fred and Emily Weitz
Linda and Steven Weitz
Fritz Weitz and

Cynthia Thorland
Deb Wiley and

John Schmidt
David and Lynn Wilkerson
Sarah and Aaron Wilson

The following donors gave cumulative annual gifts of $50 or more between August 1, 2020 and July 31, 2021.

CORPORATIONS ($1,000+)

Carrick Concrete, LLC
Burnett Realty

Kemin Industries
Foster Group

Simonson and Associates Architects, LLC

IN-KIND GIFTS
Carrick Concrete, LLC

MATCHING GIFTS

Athene Charitable Foundation
Homesteaders Life Company

The Meredith Corporation Foundation

MidAmerican Energy Foundation

Midland National/Sammons Financial

The Wellmark Foundation

Wells Fargo

Simonson and Associates Architects, LLC

Thelma's

TRIBUTE GIFTS
Gifts received between

3/1/21 and 8/31/21.

In Memory Of
Dan Ahrens
Woodward ‘Woody’ Brenton

LaVona Thorsen



$250-$499
Jim Autry and
Sally Pederson
Marietta Brandt
David Burdick
Jean Burkert and
Phil Laudenklos
Tony Collins
Phil and Pam Corbin
Sharon and
Robert DeCamp
Abby and Andrew Drenth
Shandra and Sean Eskins
Vicky Foresman and
Jennifer Roberts
Chris and Sara Foster
Brandon and Gail Frideres
Elizabeth Garst
Julia Gentleman
Kerry Goodson
Mark and Tamera Hanson
Susan and John Hemminger
J. William and Mary Holtze
David Hunt and Connie Haas
Kent and Kimberly Johnson
Jill and Bradley King
John and Ellen Lamale
Warren and Susan Lammert
Tom Levis
DeAnn and Shawn McAninch
Jason and Stacie Miller
Judith Milligan
Debra J Mitchell and
Larry Phillips
Susan Skinner and
Mark Movic
Hillary and Jared Nielsen
MidWestOne Bank
Diann and Dean Peyton
Shirley Poertner
Kevin and Stephanie Powers
Patricia and Ted Reeve
Adrian and Celeste
Richardson
Jeffre and Erin Sandvig
Roger Schlaefer and
Marge Hammer
Steven and Rose Ann Schuler
Mandy Stephenson
Janet and Tom Thurtell
Teresa and Kevin
Wichtendahl
Roger Winterhof
Susan and Todd Wouters

$150-$249
Christine Riccelli and
Andy Ball
Laura and Scott Bandstra
Karen and Thomas Banse
Robin and Philip Bear
Constanze Beard
Ed Bittle and
Barb Madden-Bittle
Traditions Children's Centers
Terrence Brown and
Julianne Daly
Ellen and John Burnquist
Gregory and Sharon
Chlebicki
Sandra and Dale Christensen
Ann and Steven Clime
Nicholas and Evelyn Coffey
Maggie Cooper
Dianne and Don Draper
Gloria and Terry Eason
James Ebaugh and
Dorothy Wawrose
Barbara and Ronald Eckoff
Allison and Jim Fleming
Dawn and Jeff Flora
Heidi and Jeff Freidhof
Peter and Kelly Frett
Jennifer and Steve Galluzzo
Robert and Joan Gaul
Board and Batten, LLC
Lans Green
Linda and David Grieve
Robert and Teresa Hall
Gary and Laurie Haller
Karen and Mike Hamilton
Susan and Blake Hanke
Elsa and Henry Harmon
Shirley and Geoffrey Harris
Stacy and Marty Hart
Mary Hays
Rebecca Hollingsworth
Mary Howe
William M. Johnson
Denise and Benjamin Kelly
Andrea Kirk
Kelley and Michael Kramer
Jeff Lamson and Jill Bassman
Gay and Chris Lehman
Traci and Les Lemley
Caroline Levine
Jane and John Lorentzen
Pat Martin and Brad Mock
Shirley and Kent McAdon

Steven J McKay
Anita and Marty McVey
Ray Michel
Mary Kay and David Midtlyng
Des Moines Founders
Garden Club
Nancy and Steve Myers
Michael Myszewski and
Martha James
Daniel Norris
Gary and Barbara Park
Summer and Tim Portzen
Tammy and Doug Pullin
Emily and Jason Randall
Judy and Charlie Rhinehart
Benjamin and Lauri Rouse
Michael Schmidt and
Lauren McCarthy
Nancy and Dan Schmitz
Joyce and Bill Scott
Jean and Ken Shepherd
Craig and Kathy Shives
Doug and Julie Siedenburg
Gerri and Greg States
Linda and Doug Steele
Catherine and Brian Thomas
Claudia and Liviu Totir
Sue and Jim Van Werden
Robert Vedral
Adele and Dirk Ver Steeg
Ruth Vogel and Doug Reimann
John Wallace and
Karen McDonald
Christine Weber
Mary and Tom Werch
Kristin Wiedenfeld
Wendy Young
Anthony and Emily Zingale

$50-$149

Anonymous

Doris and Dale Acton

Ron and Janice Adams
Clinton and Jackie Akerberg
William J. Albertson

Jim Allen

Stephanie Allen

Molly Allen and Ryan Wambold

Nancy and Richard Amend
Kimberly and David An

David and Rebecca Andersen
Anne Anderson

Kathryn Anderson

Ann Anderson

D&orfs Photography-
Destri Andorf

Julie and Tom Angus

Linda Appelgate

Elyssa and Brian Appleton

Kelsey Lynn Photography

Jill Armentrout

Sheila and Brad Backer

Vicky and Mike Baker

Julie Baldner

Clair and Ann Baldner

Charles Ball and
Kathy Wessels

Susan Barnes and
Jamie Naetzker

Lauren Barron and
Matthew Ross

Tim and Trudy Barry

Mary Ann Beard

Lindsay Becker

Mary Beh

Julie Beierwaltes and
Chase Jacobsen

Kris Bekker

Jessica Bendixen

Micah and Ryan Benes

Mark Benson and
Dennis Haney

Betty Bent

Annaberry Images

Danny and Kacey Beyer

Kate and Darin Bills

Valerie Bimbi and
Hassan Bethea

Trees Forever

Karen Bishop

John and Anna Bissell

Joel and Dani Bixby

Ashley Bixler

Taelor Bjerke

Mary and Richard Blanshan

Jenna and Greg Boehne
Sue and Tom Bordenaro
Hannah Borst and
Sean Lemke
Andrew and Megan
Boscaljon
Kari Boscaljon
lan Bradley and
Virginia Stevenson
Peggy and Jeff Brady

Kathleen Brannan

Kathleen Brannan
Terry and Kathy Briggs
Elizabeth Brinsfield and
Tom Gaukel
Megan Brittain
Taylor and Skylar Brittain
Patricia Broderick
Hannah and Tyler Brown
Todd and Marianne Brown
Steve and Stacey Brown
Mary J Brown Mehalovich
Sandra Bruggemann
Melissa and Maxwell Burdick
Scott and Kelly Burke
Iman Burns-Khan and
Khalid Khan
Gregory and Shirlee Cagle
Spurgeon Manor, Inc.
Alexson and Paul Calahan
Donna and Glenn Carleton
Bruce Carr and Robert Thelen
Jeff D. Carstens
John and Karen Cartwright
James and Marsha Carty
Brandy and Mike Case Haub
Alison Cate
Diane and Mike Caufield
David and Karen Chicken
Cherry and Matt Chiles
Jenni Chung and Eric Boisen
Adam and Myriah Cole
Ginnie Coleman
Kacy Collopy and
Jason Morgan
Judith A. Conlin
James and Jill Cooper
Rebecca Corcoran
Susan Cory Kuker
Callie Leau and Andrew
Courtright
Stephanie and Alan Crandall
Alice Cross
Shelby Curry
Dallas County
Master Gardeners
Martha and Steve Davis
Amber and Christian Davison
Linda Dawe
Judy and Don Day
Demi and Dillon de Perrot
Marva and Eugene DeBoer
Amy Debuhr and Sara Olsson

Annette and Sam DeFrancisco



$50-$149, continued
Ruth DeMeulenaere
Ashley DeReich
Victoria One Photography
Sydney Dhabalt
Jade Dierks
Dinkla Photography
Karen Dluhos
John and Tracey Donahue
John and Cybil Donovan
Nilani Downs
David Drake and

M. Claire Cumbie-Drake
Dot and Bob Drilling
Duchene Photography
Colleen Eads
Mary and Eric Echterling
Steve and Goldie Eckhart
Alan and Susan Eddy
Victoria and Justin Edwards
Parker and Jill Eggenberger
Patricia and Eric Ehrenfried
Adora and Jeff Ellis
Marion Elmquist
Sharyl and Jon Engelhardt
Denise Essman
Des Moines Herb

Study Group
Rachel Fallon
Jean Farley
Sherri Farmer
Rich Farrell
Toni and Lucas Fatka
Alison Faulkner and

Sanjin Mrkajic
Michelle Faulkner
Deborah and Mike Ferjak
Shawna and Cory Ferm
Joe Ferrentino and

Maggie White
Paul and Susan Ferriter
Hadis Fetic
Robert and Diane Findlay
Dale Finnegan and

Geoff Graham
Danielle Firkins and

Paige Zynda
Deb and Craig Fleishman
Robert and Susan Fleming
Polly Flug
David and Panom Foell
Jean Forbes and Bill Steed
Robin Fortney
Annette and Alan Frederick

Kimberly and Patrick Freeland
Janet and Edwin Freese
Joseph and Natalia Galligan
Mandy and Lee Gard
Martha Gelhaus and

Kevin Pokorny
Marilyn and William Gift
June M. Gilham
Timothy and Ann Gillispie
Maureen Gilmore and

John Hurley
Colleen and Roger Gleason
Amber and Kristopher Goeden
Aviva and Yerucham

Goldenberg
Ron and Nancy Goodman
Mary Granneman
Jessica and Joe Greenley
Brenda Greenwell
Laura and Alexander Greig
Mary Anne and Doug Grieve
Rachael and Matt Guerttman
Del and Cindy Gustafson
Jason and Hillary Hacker
Susan Haines and Paul Rains
Karen and Lee Hallagin
Michele Hamilton
Dr. Hugh Hammond
Matthew Hansman
Mike Hansman and

Ashlynn Storbeck
Laura and Eric Hanson
Raymond and Margaret Harden
Shirley Harder
Melissa and Tim Harris
Mary and Jon Hart
Bob and Pat Hartley
Nelson and Laura Hawbaker
Danielle and Luke Hawkins
Emily Hawthorne and

Travis Couture
Lais and Lucas Heideman
Carolyn Hejtmanek
Jesse and Susan Helling
Jane Hemminger
Chad Hensley
Jean and Mark Hersch
Bill Hesson
Karri Higgins and Mark Wilke
Ashley and Terrance Hill
Rebecca Hillmer
Laura Hingtgen
Jeff and Alison Hitchings

Gary and Kathleen Hoard
Golden Photos Dsm
Lauren Hodgson

Tami Hoffman

Heidi Hohmann

Elizabeth and Damon Holland

Don and Phyllis Holmes
Urbandale Federated
Garden Club
Kari and Brian Hoodjer
David and Stephanie Horak
Shelley Horak and
Jeff Van Houten
Kent and Sondra Hovey
Randy and Lisa Howell
Curt and Chelsie Hruska
Sharon Hulen
Denise Hunt
Ihde Family
Kristin Imboden Photography
Frederick 'Fritz' James
Gary and Kara Jensen
Kayla and Brad Jensen
Jester Insurance Svcs, Inc.
Madelaine Jerousek-Smith
and Kent Smith
Jane and Jeff Johannesen
Andrew and Dani Rey
Johannesen
Jacqueline and Kurt Johnson
Bruce and Lyn Johnston
Gretchen and Brian Jones
Randy and Barb Jones
Laura and Max Juarez
Christopher Juhl
Stephanie Jutila and
Tom Seltz
Heather and Phil Kay
Kendra and John Kelly
Kenny Keltner
Gleaming Moon Photography
Michael and Lynn Kenny
Robert and Marilyn King
Greg and Ange Kinser
Mike Kintgen
Bonnie Kirk
Katie Kitterman Photography
Leanna and William Klein
Emily and Josh Steward
Myra Knapp and
Dawn Voelker
Gary and Joyce Knight
Christopher Knisley

Melissa Kobberdahl
Cathy Koch
Jessica Koch and
Justin Cousins
Steve and Marilyn Kofmehl
Jill and Troy Kort
Eric and Danielle Kress
Nicole Krier and
Andrew Laing
John and Margo Kromminga
Nancy Ann Kunce
Tami Kusian
Anita and Lon Laffey
Mary LaHay
Mike Lamair
Rachele Lande
Rob and Leila Lane
Penny Lantz and
Gary Carnine
Kristin Larson and
Craig Petersen
Todd and Amy Lawton
Cheryl and Don Lee
Stacie and Kyle Leinen
Angela Leopard
Tracy Levine
Tucker Levis
Lynn and Jeff Lindquist
Sara and Lee Lira
Tracy and Marc Locher
Howard and Etta
Loewenstein
Cheryl and David Lowe
Steve and Marilyn Loy
Peter and Christina Loyd
Denise Lumpkin
Naomi and Gene Maahs
Steve MacDonald and
Priscilla Derven
Jennifer Machir
Carol Mack and
Michael Sawyer
Anne Macleod lles
Michelle Macumber
Karen and Ronald Makela
Jan and Craig Maltby
Mara Mapes and Cody West
Brent and Laurie Mardis
Jayme and Jason Marquardt
Betty and Jeff Mathers
Lauren Matysik Photo
Julie and David McAdon
Megan McAfee

Daniel McCann and
Amelie Thibaudeau
Karla and Tim McCarthy
Robin McClelland
Michael McConkey
Patricia and Robert McCoy
Danielle and Nick McCulley
Pat McEvoy
Jeri and Kevin McGinnis
Jordan McGrew and
Raithe Cameron
Bob and Kandi Mcllwain
Jennifer and Matthew Mclvor
Heather and Robert McKinney
Brian and Julie McLean
Sherilyn McMordie
Kylie McMurray
Jason Meier
Jenifer Mercer-Klimowski and
Kevin Klimowski
Michelle and Gregg Messer
Andrew Mettille and
Melissa Garmager
Marc Michaelsen and
Julia Rau
Loree and David Miles
Mary Ellen Miller
Adam Miller and Ferida lkeljic
Darcy Miller
Galadriel and Monte Miller
Synthia Miller
Alissa and Brad Mills
Tom and Beth Minger
David Moeller
Kimberly Mohler Photography
Morgan and Brett Molden
Andres Molina
Sadona Mondabough
Morgan Moon Photography
Peggy Moore
John and Kristiana Moore
Katie Morrissey and
Naren Bhojwani
Le Photo Design
Kristin and Boris Mrkajic
Rhonda and Robert Mulder
Paul Mumford
Rachel Mummey
Brandi Munch
Devon Murphy-Petersen
Melanie Muth and
Tammy Steinwandt

Larry and Sara Myers



$50-$149, continued
Jackie Myers

Linda and Brian Myers
Katrin and Satish Nayak
Erin and Jonathan Neff
Janine Niccoli

Madeline and Nick Nolan

Brenna Norman Photography

Kelly D. Norris

Lauren and Michael Northness

Olivia Novak
Corey Obermeier
Neil and Mary Ohnemus
David Onstad and
Dawn Dockter
Suzanne Oordt and
Cory Meiners
Mary B. Oothout

Kelsey Opague Photography

Angela and Kip Overton
Erica Owen and David Bohl
Samantha Owenson

Katie and Chase Pals

Blake and Terri Parker
Jean Patterson

Shelby and Steve Patterson
Robert and Sarah Paulsen

Stacy and Lincoln Pearce

Stephanie and Darren Pearson

Kylie Pelletier and

Alex Landgrebe
Casey and Robin Perkins
Pam and Dave Perkins
Danielle and David Perrigo
Renae and Carl Peters
J Matthew and Leigh Peters
Pamela and Jim Peters
Richard and Shirley Peters
Reagan and Kurt Peterson
William and Mary Peterson
Doug and Deborah Pfeiffer
Tim and Selene Phelan
Marty and Joe Pierce
Kristine and Kevin Plagman
Stephanie and Ben Poole
Ali and Joe Popken
Crystal and Steve Pote

Kaitlin and Austin Pottebaum

Cali Prentice and
Dakota Guttin
Chelsea Price
Melissa L. Primus
Chris and Laura Purdue
Matt Raecker
Shannon Ramsay
Simply You Photography
Holly Randleman
Megan Rapp and
Blake O'Brien
David and Teri
Rauschenberg
Kristi Reck
Ryan and Penny Reimer
Savanah Reynolds
Tina and Josh Ridgely
Sage Collective
LaRisa Riley
George and Marlene
Risinger
Anthony Rivas
Steve and Debra Robertson
Steven Rodrick and
Shelly Hamlin-Rodrick
Sarah Roney Photography
Janice and Kent Rosenberg
Steve Rottler
Maria and Randy Rough
Kirsten and Shannon Rourke
Ward Rouse
Al and Lori Ruble
Dustin and Kathy Runge
Scott and Amanda Sabo
Debra and Neil Salowitz
Earl Sande
David and Nanci Sande
Dan and Deanna Sannon
Yeisha Sarceno
Carolyn and Greg Schaefer
Calvin and Terri Schlak
Richard and Susan Schloerb
Vicki and Tom Schmitz
Bart and Katie Schmitz
Patricia and James
Schneider
Judy and John Schneller

Toby and Lindsay Schuh
Shannon and Jeb Schwab
Lyman Schwarck
Dala and Mike Scoblic
April and Jeff Scrivner
Carol Selvy Photography
The Senne Family
Craig and Kimberly Shadur
Taylor Shaw
Jeannie Sheldon
Beth and William Shields
Viivi Shirley and

William Reiser
Mary and Melvin Shoemaker
Deborah Shoning
Roger and Shelly Silver
Tiffany Six
Jocilyn Smith
Karen L. Smith
Melanie and Mark Smith
Ruth Smith
Andrea Smith and

Matthew Neal
Emily Smith
Carolyn and Paul Snyder
Eric and Kelly Soults
Jill Southworth and

Brian Rolek
Tom and Jo Ann Spear
Spellman Photography
Sandra and Tim Stacy
Pat and Bill Stammerman
William and Ruth Staplin
Rachel Stauffer and

Jim Lawson
Judy and Robert Steed
Maren and Scott Steensen
Everlasting Photo
Mark and Gail Stelmacher
Jim and Liz Stephenson
Holly and Dan Stevens
Meghan Joelle Photography
Lindsey Stock
Ami Stokes and Paul Brady
Randi and Doug Stone
Barb Stone and

Ruth Heckman

Teresa Kay Strum
Mandy and Brad Stuber
Melissa Stukenholtz
Emily Summerfield
Chris Summy
Abby Swaner
Dave Swendsen
John Taylor
Vicki and Charles Teas
Mary Textor
Curtis and Connie Thienes
Karen Thompson
Janice and Bruce Thorsen
Jean and Don Tool
TPG Companies, Inc.
Larry Trager
Tucker Photography
Francesca Turner and
Michael DeMarco
Gail Turner
Eileen and Paul Tyler
Kelly and Chris Uchytil
Peter and Judy
van der Linden
Kate and Zach Van Dorn
Monica Van Ess
Brad and Lori Van Kooten
Michele and Joel Van Vark
Jordon Van Zante and
Allie Reed
Kent and Melinda
Vander Vlden
Eileen and Michael
Vander Woude
Verle and Shari VanDerSluis
Gary and Cheryl
Vandevoorde

Alan and Megan VanGundy

Connie and Warren Verdeck

Eric and Cheryl Voelker
Vicki Vogel
Sheryl and Dick Vohs
Lynette and Kevin Wagner
Danika Wahlin and

Lisa Ledford
Kristina and Dustin Walkup

Amelia Wallace and Lane Perry
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Wallace
Alison and Jon Wallenburg
Daniel and Rhonda Waller
Hal and Jan Walter
Randall Wanke
Keesha and Chris Ward
Anne Waring and

Jeremy Dubansky
William and Jana Warren
Vince Weber and

Sharon Lesan
Tom Weisbrod
Matt and Rebecca Weller
Jim and Carol Wend|
Mark Wente and Jeni Nash
Carol and Patrick White
Martha and Richard White
Nate White
Penny and Blaine Wilcoxson
TJ and Steph Wilkerson
Jenna and Ray Wilkins
Leanne and Nathan Williams
Lindsey Willis Photography
Laura Wills
DeAnn and Mark Wiltse
Heidi Wojtowicz
Leland and Courtenay Wolf
Ken and Dorcas 'Dee’ Wolf
Jennifer and Ryan Wolfe
Trudy and Bob Woline
John and Barb Wright
Phyllis and Mike Yearick
Sharita Zimmerman
Lyle and Deb Ziskovsky

HONORARY MEMBERS

Deanna and Darin Bennigsdorf

Billi and Dave Brahn

John D. Gilliland

Stephanie and Jason Harris

Melissa Hepworth

Renee McPhee

Cynthia Newton and
Michael Bishop

Melissa and Rob Snyder

Jill and Brady White

Donor list shows gifts received 8/1/20 through 7/31/21. We apologize for any unintentional error or omission. Call 515-992-4211, ext 2

so that we may correct our records.

If you would like to make a memorial or tribute gift to the Arboretum, we have a variety of options ranging
from bird boxes to benches. Contact Melissa at 515-992-4211 ext 3 if you would like to learn more!




NEW NATURE CLUB FORMAT - Kelly Clime, Education & Outreach Manager

There continue to be bright spots in the education department amid the pandemic chaos. As we saw
our homeschool numbers soar last year, we realized it was the perfect time to revitalize our Nature

Club program.

For the past few years Nature Club has been a once-a-month program
geared towards preschool kids aged 2 to 5, however this year Nature Club
was expanded to accommodate a wider age range with the addition of
Nature Club PLUS for school-aged kids. This expansion program was well
attended for a first-year program, and the original Nature Club program for
the younger kids was even better attended.

This year we've seen the best combined Nature Club attendance we've had
in over five years, serving more than 150 children so far this year, many of
whom are repeat attendees from one program to the next. This more than
doubles our 2019 Nature Club numbers due in part to the age expansion,
but also due to doing twice as many programs and moving to Thursdays from
Fridays. Our once-a-month program is now offered two Thursdays a month
creating double the opportunities for seasonal, thematic outdoor education.

We always look forward to seeing all our wonderful Nature Club families every few weeks, and we hope
you'll join us when you can!

SPOTLIGHT ON VOLUNTEERS - Gail Turner, Membership & Volunteer Manager

We want to thank these generous volunteers, along with our volunteer Board of Directors listed on page 1,
for donating more than 600 hours of their time and talents to the Arboretum during the past year:

John Bissell Janet & Ed Freese Steve & Marilyn Kofmehl Patricia Prijatel
Michelle Book Maureen Gilmore Cheryl Lowe Ronald W. Schulz
Sue Brenton Teresa Hall Stephen Loy Beth Shields
Bennett Bright Stacy & Marty Hart Brian MclLean Craig Shives
David Burkett Karen & Bob Henderson Kay Meyer Sydney Stewart
Chaney/Lewis Family Rebecca Hillmer Kelly Norris Sara Thalacker
Edsen Family Kim Holland Kashish Patel Colson Thayer
Phil Estaver Joel Hooten Aiden Payne Joan Van Gorp
Chuck Fagen Mark Kane Doug Pfeiffer Teresa Wichtendahl
Alison May Faulkner Janell Ketelsen Sydney Pottenbaum Roger Winterhof
BJ Friederes Robert King

You may have seen John Bissell while visiting the Arboretum as he
checks our bluebird boxes during nesting season. John has been
tracking the activity in the boxes since 2009 and began leading bird
walks for us a year later.

John's interest in birds began when he was a youngster, watching all of
the birds at his grandparents’ feeder in Greenfield, lowa. He is a long-
time member of the lowa Ornithologists’ Union and is currently on their
rare bird records committee.

John monitors 20 bluebird boxes at the Arboretum. In a typical year, he
finds bluebirds in about 40 percent of the boxes while the rest are
homes to tree swallows and house wrens. John reports the numbers of
bluebirds to the Arboretum for our records. He estimates he has seen

= more than 300 bluebirds fledge from those boxes since he began
volunteering. However, just as 2021 has been an odd year for people, it was also an unusual year for the
bluebirds. John didn’t find a single bluebird this year! The house wrens were in most of the boxes instead.
Let's hope that was a one-time blip and the bluebirds return next year.

John looks forward to seeing you at his next bird walk—and we are grateful for his commitment to the birds

and the Arboretum!
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THE BRENTON ARBORETUM
25141 260th Street, Dallas Center, lowa 50063

www.thebrentonarboretum.org

Return Service Requested

The ongoing pandemic hasn't stopped us from having lots of fun and educational classes
this year. Mark your calendar for these events as we wrap up 2021.

Nature Club &
Nature Club PLUS

November 4 & November 18;
9 to 10 am & 10:30 to 11:30 am

Mystical Forest:
A Haunted Drive-Through

October 31;2to 5 pm

Curbside Craft Kit:
Gingerbread Houses

December 4; Pick up
between Noon and 2 pm

Light the Night

Register for our classes at: December 21 5:30 to 7:30 pm
www.thebrentonarboretum.org T )



