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Director of Horticulture, Andy Schmitz, appreciates the benefits of 

updated computing software.  
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  Dormant larch trees near the front entrance. Larch cones (inset). 
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UPCOMING CLASSES & EVENTS 
All classes will be held outdoors and begin at the Pavilion unless otherwise noted. If a class has to be cancelled or 

postponed due to weather, registered participants will be notified via email. 

APRIL 

Wellness Series: Human Design Friday, April 30; 5:30 to 6:30 pm; Vista Room Lawn 

Alison Van De Pol will help you discover your unique human design. This “roadmap” provides the answers to help you 
live your most satisfying, successful, and peaceful life. All ages welcome.  
Registration Required by April 25; $5 per person 
 

MAY 

Wizards & Woods Sunday, May 2; 10 am to Noon 

In preparation for International Harry Potter Day spend a morning at our HogWoods Forest School of Magic! We’ll 
make our own messenger owls, mix up bubbly potions, and decorate wands before taking a forest hike. Wizarding 
costumes encouraged! Best for ages 5-12.  
Registration Required by April 27; Members $5 per person—Non-members $15 per person 

Spring Bird Walk Saturday, May 8; 7 to 9 am  

Walk the Arboretum edges, woods, and fields in search of spring birds with birding enthusiast John Bissell. No  
birding experience necessary. Best for ages 12+, sorry, no pets.             
Registration Required by May 7; Members $5 per person—Non-members $15 per person 

Container Pollinator Gardens                       Saturday, May 8; 10 am to Noon; Curbside Craft Kit pick-up at Admin Bldg 

Take-and-make a beautiful gift for Mother’s Day and for our local pollinators. You’ll pick up all the supplies needed to 
make the container garden, including plants to host and feed butterflies and bees. 15 kits available.  
Registration Required by May 1; Members $40—Non-members $60 per container garden 

Wellness Series: Kids Yoga Wednesday, May 12; 6:30 to 7:30 pm; Vista Room Lawn 

Our certified yoga instructor welcomes children ages 4-11 to this basic outdoor yoga class. Movements will be taught 
through themes, games, music and partner poses and focus on breathing and mindful movement. A parent/guardian 
must stay with each child for the class. Students should bring water and a towel or yoga mat. 
Registration Required by May 8; $15 per parent/child pair 

Wellness Series: Parent & Child Play Friday, May 14; 9 to 10 am; Vista Room Lawn 

Jill Woodward, play therapist and local artist, will focus on Constructive Play. This type of play improves the  
relationship and communication between parent and child. Bring one child (age 2-5) per parent and some floor toys.  
Registration Required by May 11; $5 per parent/child pair 
 

JUNE 

Wellness Series: Kids Yoga Wednesday, June 9; 6:30 to 7:30 pm; Vista Room Lawn 

Our certified yoga instructor welcomes children ages 4-11 to this basic outdoor yoga class. Movements will be taught 
through themes, games, music and partner poses and focus on breathing and mindful movement. A parent/guardian 
must stay with each child for the class. Students should bring water and a towel or yoga mat. 
Registration Required by June 4; $15 per parent/child pair 

Wildflower Walk Sunday, June 27; 1 to 2:30 pm  

Join us for a peaceful guided stroll through the Arboretum’s prairies and meadows to enjoy the various summer  
wildflowers in bloom. Appropriate for ages 16+. Sorry, no pets allowed.  
Registration Required by June 25; Members $2 per person—Non-members $5 per person 
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UPCOMING CLASSES & EVENTS, Continued 

All classes start at the Pavilion unless otherwise noted. If a class has to be cancelled or postponed due to weather, 
registered participants will be notified via email. 

JULY 

Teddy Bear’s Picnic Saturday, July 3; 1 to 2:30 pm; Nature Play Area 

Children and their stuffed animal friends are invited to an afternoon of forest play. After we play teddy games, we’ll 
go on a short “hike” with our animals to the Pavilion for some picnic snacks. 
Registration Required by June 30; Members $5 per child—Non-members $15 per child 

Wellness Series: Family Yoga Wednesday, July 14; 6:30 to 7:30 pm; Vista Room Lawn 

Our certified yoga instructor welcomes all ages to this basic outdoor yoga class. Movements will be taught through 
themes, games, music and partner poses and focus on breathing and mindful movement. Students should bring water 
and a towel or yoga mat. 
Registration Required by July 9; $6 per person 

Family Pond Dip Sunday, July 18; 1 to 2:30 pm 

We will spend the afternoon at Lake Homestead to discover what’s living there. We’ll have nets, buckets, and field 
guides as well as staff on hand to help identify your aquatic discoveries. Bring a towel and wear your old shoes.  
Registration Required by July 16; Members $5 per family—Non-members $15 per family 

AUGUST 

Photo Challenge: Virtual Nature Quilts  August 1 through September 12 

Create a virtual “quilt” of nature photos taken at the Arboretum during this 6-week challenge. We will provide a  
template for participants. Your masterpiece will be exhibited on our website beginning September 15.  
Members & Non-Members—Free 

DNR Furs Program Sunday, August 8; 2 to 3 pm; Vista Room Deck  

Conservation Officer Dustin Eighmy will teach your family about Iowa furbearers. You’ll get up close with real furs 
and learn about the animals, their habitat and hunting and trapping regulations related to fur harvesting in Iowa.  
Registration Required by August 3; Members $5 per family—Non-members $15 per family 

Wellness Series: Family Yoga Wednesday, August 11; 6:30 to 7:30 pm; Vista Room Lawn 

Our certified yoga instructor welcomes all ages to this basic outdoor yoga class. Movements will be taught through 
themes, games, music and partner poses and focus on breathing and mindful movement. Students should bring water 
and a towel or yoga mat. 
Registration Required by August 7; $6 per person 

Fall Homeschool Day  Friday, August 27; 9 am to 4 pm 

The Arboretum is one of the best outdoor classrooms in central Iowa. All participants will receive a packet of self-
guided learning activities emailed to their inbox. Do as much or as little as you’d like as you explore the Arboretum. 
Members & Non-members free 
 

MONTHLY 

Kids’ Nature Club PLUS (ages 6+)—1st & 3rd Thursday (unless otherwise noted); 9 to 10 am 

Kids’ Nature Club (ages 2-5)—1st & 3rd Thursday (unless otherwise noted); 10:30 to 11:30 am 

We have two great options for children to learn about nature at the Arboretum this year. Each nature club will cover 
a different topic and will be held outdoors. Meet at Administration Building. 
Registration required by the Tuesday before the program; Members free—Non-members $5 per child 
 

Unless otherwise noted, to sign up for a class, go to our website www.thebrentonarboretum.org or email  
Kelly at:  education@thebrentonarboretum.org. 
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Summer Sycamore Vista photos taken in 2012 (left) and in 2020 (right). 

    Orion Burdick arrives for Halloween event. 
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