
 1 

 

 

Buz planting trees in 1997. 
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  One of three Signature Collections at the Arboretum. 



 3 

 



 4 

 



 5 

 

UPCOMING CLASSES & EVENTS 
 

If a class has to be cancelled or postponed, registered participants will be notified via email. Classes are being added 
throughout the year so check our website regularly: www.thebrentonarboretum.org/events.  

MONTHLY 

Kids’ Nature Club PLUS (ages 6+)—1st & 3rd Thursday (unless otherwise noted); 9 to 10 am 

Kids’ Nature Club (ages 2-5)—1st & 3rd Thursday (unless otherwise noted); 10:30 to 11:30 am 

We have two great options for children to learn about nature at the Arboretum this year. Each nature club will cover 
a different topic and will be held outdoors. Meet at Pavilion. 
Registration required by the Tuesday before the program; Members free—Non-members $5 per child 

MAY 

Back to Our Roots: Tree Planting & Care  Saturday, May 14; 9 to 11 am; Starts in Vista Room 

Join our Horticulture Director, Andy Schmitz, to learn all of the tips and tricks to ensure a successful tree planting. 
He’ll explain root flares, what to look for when purchasing a tree, proper planting techniques and more. This class will 
start in the Vista Room before heading outside for a tree planting demonstration. Fee includes a bare root tree. 
Registration Required by May 10; Members $40 per person—Non-members $50 per person 

Spring Bird Walk       Sunday, May 15; 6:30 to 8:30 am; Starts at Pavilion 

Birding enthusiast John Bissell will guide this walk in search of birds at the Arboretum. No prior birding experience is 
necessary. Wear sturdy shoes and bring your binoculars. Light refreshments provided. 
Registration Required by May 12; Members $5 per person—Non-members $15 per person 

Eddy Woods Exploration—Members Only Sunday, May 15; 1:30 to 3 pm; Starts at Administration Building 

Executive Director Melissa Burdick will lead you on this special history-filled exploration of Eddy Woods. She’ll also 
talk about some of the unique features of this section of the Arboretum and future plans for the area. 
Registration Required by May 13; Members Only-Free; Inclement Weather Date—May 22nd 
 

JUNE 

Story Time in the Willows Sunday, June 5; 3 to 4 pm; Willow collection past the Pavilion 

Author Megan Cline will read her children’s books featuring Winston the wombat and his many adventures in the 
shade of the willow trees. Bring a blanket or chair and enjoy the stories with your family. 
FREE for members & non-members 

Father’s Day Mud Kitchen Sunday, June 19; 1 to 2:30 pm; Meet at Conifer Parking Area 

What’s better than getting dirty with Dad?! Put on your old clothes and we’ll make muddy creations near the stream 
at Buckeye bridge. 
Registration Required by June 15; Members $5 per family—Non-members $15 per family 
 

 

JULY 

Wildflower Walk with Inger Lamb Sunday, July 24; 2 to 3:30 pm; Meet at Administration Building  

Inger Lamp of Prairie Landscapes LLC will lead this walk and talk, answering your questions about prairie plants  
before we take a leisurely half-mile stroll along the prairie . Appropriate for ages 16+. Sorry, no pets allowed.  
Registration Required by July 20; Members $5 per person—Non-members $15 per person 

Iowa’s Geologic Past Sunday, July 31; 2 to 3:30 pm; Meet at Administration Building  

Inger Lamp of Prairie Landscapes LLC will lead this walk and talk, answering your questions about prairie plants  
before we take a leisurely half-mile stroll along the prairie . Appropriate for ages 16+. Sorry, no pets allowed.  
Registration Required by July 20; Members $5 per person—Non-members $15 per person 

 

 



 6 

 

UPCOMING CLASSES & EVENTS, Continued 

 

AUGUST 

Story Time in the Willows Sunday, August 7; 3 to 4 pm; Willow collection past the Pavilion 

Author Megan Cline will read her children’s books featuring Winston the wombat and his many adventures in the 
shade of the willow trees. Bring a blanket or chair and enjoy the stories with your family. 
FREE for members & non-members 

Fall Homeschool Day  Friday, August 26; 9 am to 4 pm 

The Arboretum is one of the best outdoor classrooms in central Iowa. All participants will receive a packet of self-
guided learning activities emailed to their inbox. Do as much or as little as you’d like as you explore the Arboretum. 
Members & Non-members free 

Cheers to 25 Years!  Saturday, August 27; 6 to 9 pm; Vista Room lawn 

It’s time to celebrate our 25th anniversary! We will have delicious food, drinks and live music under the stars as we 
toast the 25th anniversary of The Brenton Arboretum.  
Ticketed Event 
 

SEPTEMBER 

Founders Walk Saturday, September 17; 9 to 11 am; Starts at Pavilion 

Celebrate our 25th anniversary with a walk guided by our founder Buz Brenton. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear 
stories and learn about plans for the future of this special place. 
Registration Required by September 14; Members Free—Non-members $10 per person 
 
Family Twilight Hike Friday, September 23; 7:30 to 9 pm; Starts at Administration Building 

This family-friendly excursion will take walkers of all ages on an educational sensory adventure and allow you to  
experience the Arboretum in a whole new light! Sorry, no pets.  
Registration Required by September 21; Members $5 per family—Non-members $10 per family 
 
Back to our Roots: Land Management Sunday, September 25; 1 to 3 pm; Starts at Administration Building 
In this class you will learn how to shift from being a land owner to a land manger. Penny Erickson will discuss natural 
forces that shape the landscape and ways to better utilize them to enhance the home landscape.  
Registration Required by September 21; Members $40 per person—Non-members $50 per person 
 

OCTOBER 

Harvest Moon—Members Only Saturday, October 15; 7 to 9 pm; Vista Room lawn 

We’ll enjoy an evening at the Arboretum with a bonfire and s’mores under the light of the moon. 
Registration Required by October 11; Members Only-Free 
 
Spooktacular Trees Halloween Drive-Through   Sunday, October 30; 1 to 5 pm 

Our annual Halloween event keeps getting bigger and better! During this family-friendly drive-through event you’ll 
view delightfully spooky scenes with scenic fall vistas in between. 
Drop-In Event; $5 per car, exact change—no change will be made at the gate.  
 

 

Classes are being added throughout the year so check our website regularly: www.thebrentonarboretum.org/events. 
Sign up for classes on our website or email:  education@thebrentonarboretum.org.  
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Arboretum visitors take in the view. 

 

 

Kelly explains natural tie dying to a spring 

break class. 

    Spring break class fun this year. 
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Wellness Series: Stroller Fit in Nature —Tuesdays, May 10 through June 7; 10:30 to 11:30 am 

This class is for moms with youngsters in tow. The class will incorporate bodyweight movements and light cardio, 
plus some activities to get your child moving. Please bring your child in a stroller. Dress for the weather! 
Registration Required; Members $5 per parent/child—Non-members $10 per parent/child 

Wellness Series: Tai Chi—Thursdays, May 5 through October 27; 6 to 7 pm; Meet at Pavilion 

Our tai chi instructors welcome all ages and fitness levels to these weekly classes. Children under 14 must be  
accompanied by an adult. 
Registration required by the Tuesday before the program; $15 per person 

Wellness Series: Yoga—1st Wednesday May through October; 6 to 7 pm;  
Meet at Labyrinth 

Earth Om Yoga owner and instructor Alicia Bassett leads this class for all ages 
and fitness levels. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Registration required by the Monday before the program; $15 per person 

Wellness Series: Family Yoga—4th Wednesday May through October; 6 to 7 pm; 
Meet at Labyrinth 

Earth Om Yoga owner and instructor Alicia Bassett will guide you in a relaxing  
yoga session to help you and your family get closer to nature. There will be a different theme each month! 
Registration required by the Monday before the program; $15 per person 

Participants enjoyed yoga at the labyrinth. 

 


